
It comes as no surprise that with lentil prices peaking in the market in January 2024, many
Montana producers opted to expand their lentil acreage in their production plans, leading to
an increase in Montana's planted acreage estimates to 570,000 acres. Notably, the USDA-NASS
2024 Spring pulse estimates indicate that lentils are not the sole pulse crop experiencing a
surge in planted acres. Over the past four years, there has been a consistent upward trend in
planted pulse acres. Pea acreage has risen by 70,000 acres since 2020, while lentil acreage has
seen an increase of nearly 200,000 acres since 2020, and chickpea acreage estimates have
increased by 70,000 acres since 2020. This culminates in a total planted acreage estimate of
1.32 million acres for pulse crops in the 2024 crop year. Consequently, the US pulse acreage is
forecasted to increase this year. 

Lentils are expected to see the largest
acreage increase, with a forecasted 39.5%
increase in seeded area to 762,000 acres.
If realized, this would be the largest lentil
acreage in the U.S. since 2018.
Chickpea acres are forecast to increase by
15.2% on the year, reaching 429,000 acres,
which would be the largest acreage base
since 2019.
Edible bean planting intentions are
estimated at 1.316 million acres, up by
11.5% from 2023, with about half of the
intended acres slated for North Dakota.
Pea area is expected to increase by about
1%, reaching 974,000 acres. 

https://marketsfarm.com/u-s-pulse-area-to-rise-in-2024/

Will planted acres predict production this year?  Let’s ask the experts
(the farmers) how spring planting and growing is going. 
“Planting is done, that went well. As far as growing part, a few
crusting issues and lack of growing degree days gas been the
biggest challenges.” -Larry Myers Myers Farms Inc, Big Sandy MT
“Yeah, brr, everything is slow.” -Paul Kanning, Flaxville MT  
“Best moisture, we’ve had in my areas in 4 years I believe.”                          
-Todd Hansen, Gildford MT Producer
Spring is rolling along really nicely here. We have had really good
moisture.  Some guys planting later around my area due to moisture.  
Winter wheat looks excellent.  Lots of emerged spring crops looking like
they have a great start. -Blaine Juedeman, Glendive Montana 
I asked Steve Sheffield about his yellow peas, “We have some signs of
pea weevil we will have to spray for, great moisture, ground is saturated
well, but a little slow in growing perhaps due to cooler temps.” 

MONTANA PULSE CROPS
A LEADER IN PRODUCTION, QUALITY AND INNOVATION

w w w . m t p u l s e c r o p s . o r g
June 2024

LENTILS EMERGING 
AT THE HANSEN FARM

SPRING 2024

It appears that across most regions of the state, moisture levels have generally been
sufficient. Coupled with the anticipated warmer temperatures ahead, pulse producers are
expressing optimism regarding this year's crop outlook. With an increase in pulse acreage
and favorable growing conditions, pulse production may rise significantly statewide. Let us
collaborate closely with our producers and also make this a year to increase your own
pulse consumption.  Not only are pulses health powerhouses for your soils but also for you!
Learn more about how and why you should add more pulses to your diet on the next page. 

2024 US PULSE PRODUCTION STATS
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