
 

MSU Pulse Research Round Up​
Hosted by the Montana Pulse Crop Committee​
Monday, December 1, 2025 | 6:00–9:45 PM​
Hilton Garden Inn • 2520 14th St SW • Great Falls, MT​
(Drinks and appetizers available) 

 

Agenda 

6:00–6:05 PM – Welcome & Opening Remarks​
Liz Edmundson, Executive Director, MPCC 

6:05–6:20 PM – MSU Agricultural Update​
Dr. Sreekala Bajwa, Director & Dean, College of Agriculture, MSU 

6:20–6:25 PM – Overview of the Research Round Up​
Judges • Categories • Scoring • Program Flow 

6:25–9:38 PM – Research Presentations & Q&A 

Time Presentation Category Presenter 
6:25–6:38 Enhancing Pulse Crop 

Growth via Hormone 
Treatment 

Crop Management 
& Sustainability 

Ethan Harbo 

6:38–6:51 Variation in Chickpea 
Starch and Suitability for 
Pasta 

Nutrition & Health Shreya Gautam 

6:51–7:04 Branching and Rooting in 
Pulses 

Breeding, Variety 
Trials & Genetics 

Brandon Tillett 

7:04–7:17 Precision Seeding Rates: 
Do Soils Matter 

Crop Management 
& Sustainability 

Patrick Carr 

7:17–7:30 Value-added Pulse 
Innovation and Marketing 
Research at Food Product 
Development Lab 

Innovation & 
Product 
Development 

Sophia Seffrood 

7:30–7:43 MSU Pulse Crop Breeding Breeding, Variety 
Trials & Genetics 

Giseli Valentini 

7:43–7:56 Identify Ideal Cultivars and 
Production Environment 

Breeding, Variety 
Trials & Genetics 

Chengci Chen 

7:56–8:09 Planting Date Impacts 
Disease Progression and 

Crop Management 
& Sustainability 

Frankie Crutcher 



Time Presentation Category Presenter 
Yield of Chickpea (Cicer 
arietinum L.) 

8:09–8:22 Determining Optimal 
Planting Windows for 
Winter Pulse Crops 

Crop Management 
& Sustainability 

Atinderpal Singh 

8:22–8:35 Worms in the Pulses: Root 
Lesion Nematodes in 
Montana’s Peas and Lentils 

Crop Management 
& Sustainability 

Alan Dryer 

8:35–8:48 Evaluating Desiccants for 
Crop Dry Down and Weed 
Seedbank Management in 
Pulses 

Crop Management 
& Sustainability 

Het Desai 

8:48–9:01 [Topic TBD] Breeding, Variety 
Trials & Genetics 

Dr. Emmanuel Annan 

9:38–9:43 PM – Closing Remarks & Award Announcements 
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