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Executive Director Message: If You Can
Grow It, They Will Come

Over the last year, | have shared updates about
the work the Montana Pulse Crop Committee has
been doing to explore advanced pulse processing
opportunities in Montana. Through a partnership
with the Great Falls Development Alliance, we
funded a study looking at the potential for pulse
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ingredient manufacturing and value-added MONTANA VA
processing in our state.

Since the study was released, | have worked to share it with food manufacturers,
economic development leaders, and others interested in the future of food and
ingredient processing. While no opportunity is guaranteed, the conversations
happening around pulse crops continue to reinforce that there is genuine curiosity
about Montana-grown ingredients and the role our farmers could play in future food
innovation.

| recently met with Randy Gilbertson, COO and Plant Manager, and Dan Bateman,
CFO, at Pasta Montana. Pasta Montana has an incredible story, founded by two
families with pasta production experience, who recognized that the exceptional
quality of Montana durum wheat could make award winning pasta. That vision
helped build a company that eventually became part of Nippon Flour Mills of Japan,
creating an international connection rooted in Montana agriculture.

What stood out most during our conversation was
hearing that Pasta Montana has recently received
increasing interest in pulse-based pasta blends that
combine wheat and pulse ingredients. Will those
products ultimately make it to market? Only time will
tell. Will trends like high-protein diets and “fiber
maxxing” continue? No one knows for certain. But
what is undeniable is that food manufacturers are
actively looking for pulse ingredients and innovative
ways to incorporate them into consumer products.

The very next week, | had the opportunity to tour
General Mills' longest continuously operating flour
mill, 133 years and counting.

| met with Kurt Sparring, the new plant manager,
whose energy matched the pace of the 24/7 milling
operation. A graduate of Montana State University,
Kurt built his career through multiple divisions of
General Mills before returning to Montana. During the
tour, he shared not only the history of the operation,
but also the values that have guided the company for

generations: to do the right thing, all the time.
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Follow the Pulse Checkoff
on your preferred social platform

Standing inside one facility that has provided a reliable market for Montana wheat
growers for more than a century was a reminder of what long-term agricultural
investment can look like.

Then, on my drive back to the office, | received an invitation to meet with
representatives from Texture Maker Enterprise, an innovative food ingredient
company focused on developing new food textures, bakery ingredients, and product
solutions. The company was visiting Great Falls to learn more about Montana's
agricultural and food manufacturing opportunities and to explore connections
within the region’s growing pulse and ingredient sector.

| Unfortunately, | was unable to attend because | was

1 g at the Global Pulse Confederation 2026 in Orlando,
“dolig 2 Florida. There, more than 500 attendees from over

1] P : - 50 countries gathered to discuss pulse markets,

| innovation, pricing, quality, and the future of the

industry.

And that is what struck me most over the course of
just a few short weeks: the energy around pulse
crops feels real. The conversations are happening.
g T : The opportunities are viable. The interest is
— palpable.

Montana pulse growers continue to face significant challenges
from multiple years of drought. Limited moisture, persistent
winds, and difficult spring seeding conditions have made crop
establishment challenging across many parts of the state.
Still, I remain optimistic.

| recognize that optimism is easier from my seat. | am not the
one putting seed into dry ground and hoping a crop can
withstand all the challenges a Montana growing season can bring.
But | do know Montana farmers are resilient, adaptable, and
innovative.

And despite the challenges, | believe there will continue to be
markets, demand, and new opportunities for Montana-grown
pulse crops.

That is why the work of the Montana Pulse Crop Committee
matters. Farmer investments must be strategic and purposeful,
helping create long-term opportunities that strengthen demand,
expand markets, create safety nets, and improve returns for
Montana producers.

Because if we can grow it, they will come.
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