
w w w . m t p u l s e c r o p s . o r g
May 2026

D r .  B a j w a  P u t s  P u l s e  C r o p s  i n  t h e
S p o t l i g h t  a t  M o n t a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y !

D r .  S r e e k a l a  B a j w a ,  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  o f
A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  D e a n  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f

A g r i c u l t u r e  a t  M o n t a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  i s
a l s o  e x - o f f i c i o  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  M o n t a n a  P u l s e

C r o p  C o m m i t t e e .

M o n t a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r
A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  D e a n
S r e e k a l a  B a j w a  s a y s  p u l s e
c r o p s  r e m a i n  c e n t r a l  t o
M o n t a n a ’ s  a g r i c u l t u r a l
f u t u r e ,  b o t h  o n  t h e  f a r m  a n d
i n  t h e  r e s e a r c h  p i p e l i n e .  I n
h e r  i n t e r v i e w ,  B a j w a
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  r e s e a r c h
c o n d u c t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e
M o n t a n a  A g r i c u l t u r a l
E x p e r i m e n t  S t a t i o n  h a s
h e l p e d  m a k e M o n t a n a  t h e
n a t i o n ’ s  l e a d i n g  p u l s e
p r o d u c i n g  s t a t e

B a j w a  e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  p u l s e  c r o p  r e s e a r c h  t o d a y  g o e s  f a r
b e y o n d  b a s i c  p r o d u c t i o n .  O n g o i n g  e f f o r t s  i n c l u d e  n e w
v a r i e t y  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a g r o n o m i c  p r a c t i c e s ,  d i s e a s e
d i a g n o s t i c s  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t ,  p r e c i s i o n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  a n d
e x p a n d i n g  w o r k  i n  v a l u e - a d d e d  a g r i c u l t u r e .  S h e  s a i d
p r e c i s i o n  a g  t o o l s  w i l l  b e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  i m p o r t a n t  a s
g r o w e r s  w o r k  t o  m a k e  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t  u s e  o f  l i m i t e d
r e s o u r c e s  s u c h  a s  w a t e r  w h i l e  a l s o  m a n a g i n g  i n p u t  c o s t s
a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  s o i l  h e a l t h .  S h e  a l s o  p o i n t e d  t o  v a l u e - a d d e d
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a s  a  w a y  t o  i n c r e a s e  p r o d u c e r  r e t u r n s ,  c r e a t e
j o b s ,  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  M o n t a n a ’ s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e c o n o m y .

M e a n w h i l e ,  s t r o n g  c o l l a b o r a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  p r o d u c e r s ,  M S U ,
t h e  M o n t a n a  P u l s e  C r o p  C o m m i t t e e ,  a n d  t h e  M o n t a n a
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a r e  p r o p e l l i n g  t h e  i n d u s t r y
a h e a d .

L o o k i n g  a h e a d ,  B a j w a  s e e s  m a j o r  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  p u l s e
c r o p s  t o  p l a y  a n  e v e n  l a r g e r  r o l e  i n  M o n t a n a ’ s  s e m i - a r i d
c r o p p i n g  s y s t e m s .  S h e  n o t e d  t h a t  p u l s e s  a r e  a  s t r o n g  f i t  f o r
r e c u r r i n g  d r o u g h t  c o n d i t i o n s ,  h e l p  k e e p  s o i l s  h e a l t h y
t h r o u g h  n i t r o g e n  f i x a t i o n ,  a n d  s e r v e  a s  a n  e f f e c t i v e
r o t a t i o n a l  c r o p  f o r  p e s t  m a n a g e m e n t .
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S h e  a l s o  p r a i s e d  M o n t a n a  p r o d u c e r s  f o r  t h e i r  i n n o v a t i o n ,
c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  a n d  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  e n g a g e  d i r e c t l y  w i t h
u n i v e r s i t y  r e s e a r c h  a n d  E x t e n s i o n .  T h a t  s t r o n g  l a n d - g r a n t
c u l t u r e ,  s h e  s a i d ,  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  g r e a t e s t
a d v a n t a g e s .  O v e r a l l ,  B a j w a ’ s  p e r s p e c t i v e  r e i n f o r c e s  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  p r o d u c e r - f u n d e d  r e s e a r c h ,  p r a c t i c a l
i n n o v a t i o n ,  a n d  m a r k e t  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  k e e p i n g  M o n t a n a
p u l s e  c r o p s  p r o f i t a b l e  a n d  r e l e v a n t  f o r  y e a r s  t o  c o m e .

C o n t i n u e d  r e s e a r c h ,  s h e  s a i d ,  i s  h e l p i n g  r e f i n e  m a n a g e m e n t
p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  i m p r o v e  b o t h  p r o d u c t i v i t y  a n d  p r o f i t a b i l i t y .
B a j w a  a l s o  s t r e s s e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  k e e p i n g  p a c e  w i t h
c o n s u m e r  p r e f e r e n c e s  a n d  e m e r g i n g  m a r k e t s  s o  M o n t a n a ’ s
p u l s e  s e c t o r  r e m a i n s  c o m p e t i t i v e  a n d  r e s i l i e n t .

A  c l e a r  t h e m e  e m e r g e d :  w h i l e  M o n t a n a  p r o d u c e r s  c o n t i n u e  t o
e x c e l  a t  f e e d i n g  t h e  w o r l d ,  w e  a r e  o n l y  f e e d i n g  o u r s e l v e s  a t  a
s m a l l  f r a c t i o n  o f  t h a t  c a p a c i t y .  T o d a y ,  j u s t  3 %  o f  t h e  f o o d
c o n s u m e d  i n  M o n t a n a  i s  p r o d u c e d  h e r e ,  s e n d i n g  b i l l i o n s  o f  f o o d
d o l l a r s  o u t  o f  s t a t e  e a c h  y e a r .
T h e  3 3 x 3 3  f o r  M o n t a n a  f u t u r e  I n i t i a t i v e  c h a l l e n g e s  u s  t o  s h i f t
t h a t  t o  3 3 %  b y  2 0 3 3 .  I t ’ s  a m b i t i o u s ,  a n d  i t  w o n ’ t  h a p p e n
o v e r n i g h t ,  b u t  i t ’ s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  o u r  p r o d u c e r s ,
c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a n d  e c o n o m y .
F o r  t h o s e  o f  u s  i n  t h e  p u l s e  i n d u s t r y ,  i t  a l s o  r a i s e s  a  s i m p l e  b u t
i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n :  a r e  w e  c r e a t i n g  d e m a n d  a t  h o m e ?  W i t h  m o r e
t h a n  3 , 2 0 0  p u l s e  p r o d u c e r s  i n  M o n t a n a ,  b u i l d i n g  d o m e s t i c
d e m a n d  s t a r t s  w i t h  u s .
I ’ l l  b e  h o n e s t ,  t h i s  h a s n ’ t  a l w a y s  c o m e  e a s i l y  i n  o u r  h o u s e .
C h a n g i n g  h a b i t s  t a k e s  i n t e n t i o n .  B u t  w e ’ r e  m a k i n g  t h e  e f f o r t  i n
s m a l l  w a y s :  a d d i n g  l e n t i l - b a s e d  w a f f l e s  f r o m  U n W a f f l e . c o m  ( a
B o z e m a n  b a s e d  c o m p a n y )  t o  o u r  m o r n i n g s ,  k e e p i n g  h u m m u s  m a d e
f r o m  M o n t a n a  c h i c k p e a s  f r o m  L i t t l e  S e s a m e  o n  h a n d  f o r  s n a c k s
( e a t l i t t l e s e s a m e . c o m ) ,  a n d  r e v i s i t i n g  s i m p l e  r e c i p e s  l i k e  a
C h a r r e d  C h i c k p e a  S a l a d  s h a r e d  b y  B e c k i  M i l l e r  a f t e r  a  v i s i t  t o
h e r  f a r m  n e a r  G i l d f o r d .
I t ' s  n o t  p e r f e c t  b u t  i t ' s  p r o g r e s s .  O n e  m e a l ,  o n e  s m a l l  c h a n g e  i n
c o n s u m p t i o n  a t  a  t i m e .

I  r e c e n t l y  a t t e n d e d  a  r e g i o n a l  l i s t e n i n g  s e s s i o n
i n  G r e a t  F a l l s  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  l e a d - u p  t o  t h e
G o v e r n o r ’ s  F o o d  a n d  A g r i c u l t u r e  S u m m i t .  T h e s e
c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  h a p p e n i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e ,  a r e
h e l p i n g  s h a p e  a  1 0 - y e a r  v i s i o n  f o r  M o n t a n a
a g r i c u l t u r e .

 R e a d  t h e  f u l l  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  D r .  B a j w a  o n  t h e  M P C C  b l o g !


	Dr. Bajwa Puts Pulse Crops in the Spotlight at Montana State University!
	Montana State University Vice President for Agriculture and Dean Sreekala Bajwa says pulse crops remain central to Montana’s agricultural future, both on the farm and in the research pipeline. In her interview, Bajwa explained that research conducted through the Montana Agricultural Experiment Station has helped makeMontana the nation’s leading pulse producing state
	Meanwhile, strong collaborations between producers, MSU, the Montana Pulse Crop Committee, and the Montana Department of Agriculture are propelling the industry ahead.
	Bajwa emphasized that pulse crop research today goes far beyond basic production. Ongoing efforts include new variety development, agronomic practices, disease diagnostics and management, precision agriculture, and expanding work in value-added agriculture. She said precision ag tools will be increasingly important as growers work to make more efficient use of limited resources such as water while also managing input costs and supporting soil health. She also pointed to value-added opportunities as a way to increase producer returns, create jobs, and strengthen Montana’s agricultural economy.
	Looking ahead, Bajwa sees major opportunity for pulse crops to play an even larger role in Montana’s semi-arid cropping systems. She noted that pulses are a strong fit for recurring drought conditions, help keep soils healthy through nitrogen fixation, and serve as an effective rotational crop for pest management.
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	Continued research, she said, is helping refine management practices that improve both productivity and profitability. Bajwa also stressed the importance of keeping pace with consumer preferences and emerging markets so Montana’s pulse sector remains competitive and resilient.
	She also praised Montana producers for their innovation, collaboration, and willingness to engage directly with university research and Extension. That strong land-grant culture, she said, is one of the state’s greatest advantages. Overall, Bajwa’s perspective reinforces the importance of producer-funded research, practical innovation, and market development in keeping Montana pulse crops profitable and relevant for years to come.
	Read the full interview with Dr. Bajwa on the MPCC blog!
	I recently attended a regional listening session in Great Falls as part of the lead-up to the Governor’s Food and Agriculture Summit. These conversations, happening across the state, are helping shape a 10-year vision for Montana agriculture.
	A clear theme emerged: while Montana producers continue to excel at feeding the world, we are only feeding ourselves at a small fraction of that capacity. Today, just 3% of the food consumed in Montana is produced here, sending billions of food dollars out of state each year. The 33x33 for Montana future Initiative challenges us to shift that to 33% by 2033. It’s ambitious, and it won’t happen overnight, but it’s an opportunity to strengthen our producers, communities, and economy. For those of us in the pulse industry, it also raises a simple but important question: are we creating demand at home? With more than 3,200 pulse producers in Montana, building domestic demand starts with us. I’ll be honest, this hasn’t always come easily in our house. Changing habits takes intention. But we’re making the effort in small ways: adding lentil-based waffles from UnWaffle.com (a Bozeman based company) to our mornings, keeping hummus made from Montana chickpeas from Little Sesame on hand for snacks (eatlittlesesame.com), and revisiting simple recipes like a Charred Chickpea Salad shared by Becki Miller after a visit to her farm near Gildford. It's not perfect but it's progress. One meal, one small change in consumption at a time.
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